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Portland MSA = 

60% state’s 

population

Portland = 25% 

MSA population; 

40% of MSA jobs



Source: Population Research Center, Portland State University
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Source: U.S. Census, 2015 Population Estimates, Table PEPTCOMP



Demographic Trends Influencing 

Housing Demand

 Population:  Aging

 Fertility Rates:  Declining

 Marriage and Childbearing:  Later or not at all

 Immigration:  Slowing

 Household size:  Declining



Source: U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2010-2014 5-year estimates, Table DP-05
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Economic Recovery

Winners and losers?



Not seasonally adjusted.



Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics. Not Seasonally Adjusted.











Portland’s housing crunch

Who gets to live here? 





Some general housing cost numbers.

Housing costs

Rental costs

Source: S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC via research.stlouisfed.org



Source: Neighborhoodpulsepdx.org



Source: Neighborhoodpulsepdx.org



9.2%

8.7%

7.9%

8.7%

Increases have 

been greatest

in some of the 

formerly most 

affordable 

neighborhoods. 

Rent increases in Portland are 

widespread

Source: CoStar Multifamily Residential Market Data, Sept. 2015, via City of Portland Bureau of 
Development Services, via State of Housing in Portland, October 2015, page 37.



Source: U.S. Census Bureau Building Permit survey via Alex Joyce, Residential Market 
Analysis, Center for Real Estate Quarterly, 10(1) Winter 2016, p. 32. 

Construction has been slow to catch 

up



Source: City of Portland Bureau of Development Services, via State of Housing in Portland, 

October 2015, page 21.



Do we have a cost problem or 

an income problem?



Self-Sufficiency Standard 2014

The Policy Gap

Federal Poverty Standard 2014

$23,850

$75,485

$76,258
$78,164

$66,124

Source: Who is making ends meet in the Portland region? Institute of Portland 
Metropolitan Studies, www.pdx.edu/ims/ 
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