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Hourly compensation for production/non-supervisory workers and 

total economy productivity, 1948–1978
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Source: Economic Policy Institute of unpublished total economy data from Bureau of Labor Statistics' Labor Productivity and Costs program and Bureau of Economic Analysis National Income and Product Accounts public data 
series.   Mishel, Lawrence, Josh Bivens, Elise Gould, and Heidi Shierholz. 2012. The State of Working America, 12th Edition. An Economic Policy Institute book. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.  Figure 4U
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Hourly compensation for production/non-

supervisory workers and total economy productivity, 

Productivity

Hourly compensation

Source: Economic Policy Institute of unpublished total economy data from Bureau of Labor Statistics' Labor Productivity and Costs program and Bureau 
of Economic Analysis National Income and Product Accounts public data series.   Mishel, Lawrence, Josh Bivens, Elise Gould, and Heidi Shierholz. 2012. The 
State of Working America, 12th Edition. An Economic Policy Institute book. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.  Figure 4U

Average Hourly Wage
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Median Wages in Washington State 1979 – 2015
Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Current Population Survey data , 2015 $
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Gender/race wage gap

eoionline.org
Source: Economic Opportunity Institute analysis of  American Community Study data
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Median Wages by Education, Washington state, 2015 $
Source: Economic Policy Institute analysis of Current Population Survey data
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Real gross domestic product per worker, 1997-2014, Washington 
State

Chained 2009  Dollars, Economic Analysis and Research Network, EPI, State of Working XX data, SWXX 2015 - Misc



Worker Increase in Productivity vs. Wage Increase
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Change in annual GDP per worker Change in annualized wages



$70,259

$86,782

$30,000

$40,000

$50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

1
9

7
7

1
9

7
8

1
9

7
9

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
1

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
3

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
7

1
9

8
8

1
9

8
9

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
1

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

Median  Income for a 4-person Family  in Washington 
Source (1974-2002): http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income/4person.html Source (2003-2004): http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html Source (2005+): 
http://factfinder.census.gov, Table B19119 Adjusted by CP
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Inequality growing since 1980

eoionline.org

32.4% 31.1%

39.2%
43.3%

46.9%
49.6%

8.5% 7.8%
13.5%

17.3%
20.4% 21.3%

1961 1981 1993 2001 2007 2012

Share of income held by top 10% and top 1%, 
Washington state

Top 10% Top 1%

Source: Sommeiller & Price, The Increasingtly Unequal State of America, 1917 to 2012
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Top 10% hold ¾ of all wealth

eoionline.org

bottom half, 
1.1%

50% to 90%, 
24.3%

90% to 99%, 
40.0%

top 1%, 
34.5%

Share of wealth, US 2010



33.3%

22.9%

32.7%

30.3%

People below 200% of poverty threshold , 1980-2014, Washington state
Source: EPI analysis of Current Population Survey March supplement



Poverty In Washington Families, 2014

eoionline.org
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% OF INCOME PAID IN STATE AND LOCAL TAXES

WASHINGTON STATE
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Union Membership:  US and Washington 
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Budget as a percent of Personal 
Income
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We are leaving a lot of money on the table!
Personal income is growing much faster than sales tax base in WA

www.eoionline.org
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University of Washington Tuition, 1965-2016





% OF INCOME PAID IN STATE AND LOCAL TAXES

WASHINGTON STATE



If Washington had a different tax 
structure…
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If Washington had a different tax 
structure…

eoionline.org

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

18%

lowest
20%

2nd 20% middle
20%

4th 20% next 15% next 4% top1%

Washington Oregon Idaho

Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, Who Pays 2015

% of family income to state & local taxes, 
nonelderly taxpayers



Tackling Income Inequality = Realizing 
Our Democracy

Economic Opportunity Institute:  www.eoionline.org

•$13.50 minimum wage

•Paid Sick & Safe Leave

•Family & Medical Leave Insurance

•Equal Pay Opportunity Act

•Compensation for Early Learning Teachers

•Full Funding of K-12 Education 

•Increase funding higher education

•Progressive Taxation

www.eoionline.org


